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The line-up of the
prestigious British

Art Show 7 is
revealed today by
‘The Independent,
write Arifa Akbar
and Jonathan Brown
he British Art Show
mu]rbt hild just ance
eviery fhve years, but it
ks one of the most =ig-
nificant events in this
country’s cultural life.

In 1995, for instance, it showeased
talents such az Damben Hirst, Chrds
CHili and Sam Taylor-Wood at a time
when London was the blazing core of
the art world. And in recent years it
has been o reasonable bet that those
whejodn the Hayward Gallery's nation-
wichi bowr of Lhe best and e brightest
are among the hottest ermerging stars
towateh out for

The Last tinme the popador trovedling
exhibition toured the country in 2005,
it inchaded wark firam all four nosmina-
ed artists on that year’s Turmer Prize
list: two other artists in that show - Za-
rina Bhimji and Mathan Coley - fea-
tured on last year's Turmer Prize list.

The selection of names for the British
Art Show T s risvialed today by The
Indeperadent. The exhibition, which will
start towring the country in October,
will provide Britain’s best emerging
artistic talent the opportunity to be
seen by thousands,

What makies it special for the art fan
12 that In the normal course of the art
world, the privilege of witnessing such
cutting-edge work is usually restrict-
ed tothose who have an eye - or a wal-
let - like Charles Saatehis.

‘This year's British Art 5 how, which
bkt it sabitithe from HG Wedls’s utopd-
an novel Tn the Days of the Comet, will
unleash 39 artists and artist groups on
the public in major exhibitions in four
cithes noross Lha country,

The work will travel lrom Motting-
ham to London, Glasgow and
and it is expected that more than
S0 00 visitors will attend over the

duration of the show:

There will b some highly expert-
enced artists who are taking their work
i & risy direction, such ss the (former)
Alasdair Gray, the TE-year-old Scottish
author and poet, whois the oldest artist
in the show,

Thestie sarill tiwn ot yrcivamgeot nsmies thet
ok likely to become much better
known. The youngest is the installa-
ticm and performance artist Tris Vonna-
Michell, 28, who combines storytelling
with performance and who recently
tapgped a poll of curators asking them
to name thelr favourite young star.

Tom Morton, who is co-curator of
the exhibition with Lisa Le Feuvre, said
that the show has had a dramatic im-
pact on artists down the years.

“What has been interesting talking
o sorme of the artists in the show is that

ing to see a British Art Show when
{gﬁeg.r wore a sixth-former or student

wis ane af the major I‘J':an,gH that in-

splred them to be an artist,” he said.
While critics might =y the Eritish

art seerns may mﬂwthemtmh

ering profile os it did in 1995, Mr Mor-
ton snid the talent on display this year
wins escpuilly fresh and vital, "“Every gen-
eration finds their own times really ex-
citing,” he added,

The curators snid they had not set
out to provide a comprehensive sur-
u-u;~¢|.:rr¢h.lmuehulimtead

regarded as the st &
wnrkjnginBri.l.ninwerlhepm fivre
years, Of the work thit will go on show,
around 80 per cent will be specially
evvated, somie of it specifically for the
settings where it will be displaged.

backgrounds
today. No ainghe mediam
with the entire range of the creative
output represented, from painting to
&L

Ralph Rugoff, director of the Hay-
ward said the show had been
ab the “forefront of innovation” since
it began in 1979 and he promised this
year woald be no exception,

He said: “Tt allows visitors the chance
to discover younger artists, and also
re<vahuate and re-conmect with artists
whose work they thought they were fa-
miliar with, but whose new develop-
ments hold many surprises,”

But while the tithe of the show may
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YBAs: THE NEXT GENERATION ON SHOW

+  bataken from ane of the best-known

science-fiction novels of the Edwar-
dian age, it is the notion of the leoping
cofmet through the ages acting &s a har-
binger of transformation that will
vide the central theme, rather than
spaceships or allens.

“Weare Interested in the recurrent
nuaibre of the comet a8 & symdsol of how

each version of the collides
with the past and the T hework
of the artists in the show, in many dif-

ferent ways, contests assumptions of
how “the now' might be understood,”

In the Deays of the Comet was writben
in 1906, and Wells charts the near-fu-
ture appearance of the strange beay-
enly body over the skies of Britain. A

. hils time between

FIVE TO WATCH

1 Phoebe Unwin

Unvwin s @ painter wihso was bom in 1979
in Cambridge, studied at
thie Sladia School of Fing
art, and lives in London,
A former “Saabchl star”
irn thvie lisel-uaps b Bl
apening of his new
galbery in west London,
sho croates palntings =

from observations of familiar objects
and pestures, such & an alrplane meal or
b pair of sunglasses Talling off a face.

7 Mick Peter
The sculphor was born 1974 in Berlin,
studied at Glasgow School of Art, and
Rugkin, and Hwed in
Glasgow. His sculplures
appear to be made from
heavy concrete but .
are in fact polystyrens
and are carefully
erafted by hand,

3 Duncan Camipheedl

& fiim=-maker who was born in 1572 in
Dblin, ha studied at Glasgow Schoal of
Art and the National

College of Art and i
Design in Dublin. He
lives in Glasgow and ks
interested in the
“seductive pover of
stories” with references
b0 Sarmuel Bstkett's
humaur,

& Tris Vonna-Michell
An instaliation and performancs artise,
e weas Born in 1982 and Studied ot
Glasgow School of Art
and Stasdelschule in
Frankfurt. Now divides

Southend-on-5ea in
Esin, and Swiden. He
ermploys the traditicn of &
siorytelBng (o produce energetic
performances that talee audiences on
mantal and physical journeys.

S Haroon Mirza

He conoenirates on sound works and
installaticn. Borm in
1977, he shadied at
Chalsaa Art Schiool and
Goldsmiths and lives in
Londan ard Sheffheld.
His work imnclsdes Ldhan
2009 wihich combines
ﬂnﬂmmmldlpﬂﬂu:ﬁ*
Caf Stevens, playing acoustic guitar.

green gas s released, creating a huge
change in all mankind, leading to a re-
jection of war and exploitation, and a

hma Shnr?hnﬁm

thﬂiunhﬁrtm‘lngtﬂﬂ:e
Gallery in Pebruary It will be in Glas-
mmwm&mmmﬂu A~
in Plymouth in r s
m Docombsr,

The first show was In 1979 when 112
artists work were toured to Sheffeld,
Mewcastle and Bristol. In 20:005-6 &
record 30000 people went bo see it.
T 15900, it Fovermeed part of Glasgow's cel
a‘nnﬂ.tnmmﬂwmnthpﬁhlﬂﬁm
e Thie e s dirverm eompariaoTs
with the biennial exhibitions of the
Whitney Museum of American Art.




